About the Cape Henry Lighthouse:

e The first federally funded lighthouse, was built to
guide maritime commerce at the mouth of the Ches-
apeake Bay

e Standing near the “First Landing” site where Eng-
lish settlers arrived in 1607

e Stood sentinel since it was completed in 1792

e Authorized by George Washington and overseen
by Alexander Hamilton

e Designed by New York architect John McComb

¢ In active use for nearly a century before being re-
placed by a new cast iron lighthouse still standing
nearby

e Itis one of the oldest surviving lighthouses in the
United States
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. Blockade of ithe Chésapéake.~Norfolk js now
o_ll'ocmﬂl"}‘.b_lbe by the encmy's squddron,
under Adwiral Wiirren. Not a vessel can pass
from Bp‘ﬁpﬂb@-k«du cither up. emu mé’-g:;.
without befug intercepted, and-not a xessel bound
from aex can escape, re.  Several yesscl§ ste
,zammw,,-som have been ghased buck, or
ured ; mn?m thul have rerurned, were.
sloopy Caty Mariay Storer, soddlope, WVillidns,
both bound Yo New York. . Varinus colijectures
are afioat an 1o the intention af adminl Warren
i coming into ths bay. * Some s 'of opinion that
s.object is to obtain. supplies®otices. (A he
meditatessn attack upon this town, bt the most
.P‘N!MPW‘N end of whichdhere is nodoubt)
is, that -he is %P entrap the Erench squa-,
dropy (said to be on its way Yo oup'coasi) which
will probably ‘'mmke for theChesapeake. : ‘This
"t.'&':u;};lu:&nﬂy' ceﬂdb'f;i:‘ this circumstance ¢
. Emily, captaic Scotty (with a Sidmouth
MOM) Troa Bdtimore bound( to Lisbdn, was
stopped by the squadron and ordered buck § this
wes doneé no doubt to prevent the Freuch ships
from vblaining information of wie blockade. 1t
would be difficult to assigo any other reuson for
80 extraordinary a measuce. ‘ :

A flag of trucefrom the squadron came ashore
at the Pleasure: House on Friday to land prisoners;
and shortly afcer a plundering party landed at the
Light House on Cape Henry, who manfully at-
tacked the pantry and smoke-huuse of Me. Bue-
roughs, the keeper, took all his provisions, some
cordage, &c. and retired to their boats with flying
<olors. This is the only hostile landiog these he-
roes haveas yet attempted ; when they shall think
‘proper terland at a less remote point, we ventare
to say they will be tsken care of.

The two 74’s,that formed a part-of the squadron
got under way on Saturday evening and stood out
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The Columbian, February 17, 1813

Program

Welcome and Flag Raising
Nancy Dabney, Cape Henry Lighthouse Site Coordinator

Virginia Historic Marker Program

Lena McDonald, Virginia Department of Historic Resources

Cape Henry in the War of 1812

Christopher Pieczynski, Tidewater Community College

Unveiling of the Marker

Joseph Burroughs, Descendant of Lighthouse Keeper Travy Burroughs

Distinguished Guest Remarks and Reading of the Marker

Honorable Scott Rigell, 2nd District Virginia, U.S. House of Representatives

Honorable Will Sessoms, Mayor of Virginia Beach

Presentation of Wreaths

Miss Jennie Lou Pangle

President, Fort Norfolk Daughters of 1812

Colonel Carter Furr, U.S. Army (Retired)
Officer, War of 1812 Society in Virginia



